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Exercising ownership over property, so as to constitute conversion, may take a number of forms and may occur even when 
the original possession was not wrongful. ! Conversion is concerned with possession, not title, and its essence is not in the 
acquisition of the property by the wrongdoer but rather in the wrongful deprivation of the owner.” Such conversion may be 


either direct or constructive? and is complete when a person unlawfully and wrongfully exercises dominion and control over the 
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property of another to the exclusion of that person's right of possession.“ The period of time constituting wrongful possession 


may be permanent or indefinite.” 


One may be liable for conversion without ever having the actual possession or manual taking of the property in question. 
However, less serious interferences with personal property are not sufficient to constitute a conversion; a mere temporary 


exclusion of a plaintiff from possession of his or her property does not give rise to an action for conversion.’ 


Observation: 


According to the Restatement (Second) of Torts, one who dispossesses another of a chattel is subject to liability in trespass for 


the damage done. If the dispossession seriously interferes with the right of the other to control the chattel, the actor may also be 


subject to liability for conversion.® 





The unlawful impoundment ofa vehicle may be an unjustified, willful interference with another's property sufficient to constitute 


conversion.” 
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